s et




@J Y Iy eﬁ&a’xﬂm&sm
(@n%’u 1408 - 1503)




AS.,

1

L]

o XL

oaRtroTer

SomoHd

%
SESEL 3o

2. o

&

e
3

0

&

§) & cmdaysg. @ 2 IS

& 8. sw58,



e T

T
.o o
n P

@5&5 e‘.{sédﬁ: Fowhys 36326&653‘55

brid IS DT Hhe Sdow:
80 BoFerSosdoN $8 FED
@) TEIE HHBE I I3 0

ﬁw&bég S oKOSI 5200 8 Des
§P§68 é_tgzs L&EG@E’Q&S 3635: 1
Jrotwesg THGATSHo Y (S digs
oy s O3S 33 3B I ¢

éSa")iwégea’»m%s’wS Kaé.rva‘.g
BTg |S0SETSHY T HB F
5508 3‘53?1?('3 o588
@ TEIY HHDS S IHI, v

BPrsBromsI K08 983
Bogs 8 85 5B B Eoro| g8 ED 1
S ERS 807 HISY Deed
BT EITE DHDS S0 IHD

(28]

TTRHTE 58D ¥ 85TH
838-0)BH 55BN TTH V8
HE®Y FF DT Iz H8 DI Irdes
GTE>E HHDS FI SHT 0

T ATHES B $ySoroy@d
BYeSQTD BLHE HIT'DF o
@ Do BIREE £ 3HE ol

@@&3‘5 HHBS 5 RS?.’DE "

EU‘K& 358 35:03"2:‘55‘0 3515»5
«‘60'3_5%") 8K 3636?\1 526_‘{3553 '
830 AT IScnd BF (§)dars
@ES‘E,EEP§ HHBS 3 553_'53 0

88 )T FTH Ly ST oHT |
@)aw:%:s gD “\’»‘356 2053320208 0
£



e s

Some five hundred years ago, a brahmin, simple in his very
appearance and devoid of any outward show of his lofty wisdom and
deep knowledge of the Scriptures trudged his way from the remote
ancestral village to the holy lund of Tirupati impelled by an irrepre-
ssible desire—to have the Darsan of his Ishta Devata, the Lord of the
Seven Hills, and be blessed, perhaps, his sole ambition in life. Almost
impecunious, he had two things in his possession—a ‘tambura’ and a
fertile mind.

No sooner did he set foot on the Hills than he had that Supreme
Vision—the Lord appeared before him in the flash of a dream. The
magnificent sight of the Lord in all His celestial glory which is dwelt
upon even by the Devas and Devis and praised by the fourteen worlds
was something he could never imagine and never before experienced.
Instantly, little conscious of his mortal self, he became a humble instru-
ment of the Lord, nay a Veena that plays the music of the heavens and
creates a symphony which is other wordly. It was not his will but it
was the Lord's Will that prevailed. This unique experience that
shatters the trammels of birth and death changed the entire course of
his life and was suddenly turned into unsullied sallies of his soul
sweetened with the honey of devotion. The man was Tallapaka
Annamacharya, a brilliant scholar and perspicacious poet of the fifteenth
century.

There is little evidence to substantiate if his art is influenced at
all by the Bhakti movement that took the entire conntry by storm and
opened up a new vista of idealistic living. But there is ample proof to
stren@then our view that his whole creative output is a celebration of
the Magnanimity of the Lord. As he states in one of his best-known
keertanas, “‘all his hymns are flowers offered unto the Lord" * dachuko!
nee paadalaku taga ne chesina poojalivi! Poochi nee keerti roopu



pushpamu livi yayya.” more fraprant and sacred than even the super-
nine parijata flowers He adores most.

His profound erudition does not betray his self-effaced devotion,
in fact, it is comparatively a weak reflex of his astoundind personality.
Unlike Donne and Hopkins, Sri Annamacharya is not bewildered by a
spiritual conflict and an acute, but vague, sense of despair which make
their poetry all the more complex and abstruse. On the contrary, there
is not even a tinge of existentialistic despair or an intellectual insou-
ciance in him. After all, he is a bhagavata who seeks the Supreme
Asylum, surrendering his body and soul and all material happiness.
This utter humility engendered by the all.surrendered devotion is the
pillar of strength upon which his entire art stands and makes it simple
yet ineffably impressive.

Despite his vast knowledge of the Vedas and Puranas and pro-

digious imaginative faculty he is basically a pious devotee (bhagavata)
of Lord Venkateswara and his collection of keertanas is his offerind to

Him.

It is this devotional aspect, pure and simple, in his poetry that
immediately caught our attention and thrilled us when we began our
extensive research on Annamacharya kritis some decades aBo.

We were equally shocked when the invaluable copper plates on
which his compositions have been inscribed became the victims of ram-
pant commercialism. It was our earnest desire that such a paragon of
devotion should not Bo unremembered and unhonoured by the posterity.
We feel immensely happy that we have succeeded to a great extent in
salvaging his works and getting them compiled by eminent scholars to
whom we owe a great debt. As a part of our efforts in the popularisa-
tion of his works hitherto we were conducting every year Vardhanti as
his death Anniversary. The Annamacharya Jayanti to be celebrated
benceforward as his birth anniversary in honour of Annamayya is yet
another humble homage we pay to this great son of Andhra. Let the
devztees like Annamacharya inspire us in our efforts and illumine our
patns.

EDITOR,

o P

e m— s




o N
By

a"gsﬁ"’é O Srodge &2cHod

“ RS FeSorS B8 JeTresT DAY DXy ImES T oY oF)
SrageH N Bovd Jeoh!  eED SowolEndT Jy Foew TABD-
38y Sy 0D 0050,

S\ BoK BKBB BIISo = W) Jromtige  IZ 08Y QBB
BoX ETSIeABY TRy 0. s 0835008 l:._ﬁ@'o':“’néﬂ eﬂ;‘f&&ﬁ)“’ﬂ"’tﬁ)gf) 28008 &)
Ty E°E DUIroS D8 wfvey 8UmRodTr. FW8F 8 DrEssves,
D Eo FSasy KrTTioassue, Ho¥LBD DEoBwoy Bond w¥)soe
TORGO HEB5008 LBSS’éSo{), Fo&oD (Fo°8o JoHEo Dod”® oy SoB 08 .
838 &yod BoIY BI8; Y3 D @?5&6?13‘068 ﬁ?ﬁésémg_i)o_éofi"’gg@
Boy BYgs HoIEDIG 8. §0IToW TFORSBEY B3 ToHBeds Tsnd) 8.
‘5888 BBy DDAl @D e S 558 JoEDIGHD )
8o,

“ YR DS FE (B0 2o, DUegeE S0 SDFEon
8&d a)go:in'{n 3L éo@moﬁm. 'E_Wma’xﬂéainé 8)571&315&[:‘535&) L:‘J-ocws’
S T{))“’ga’v‘ BRE SWy, F¥ 3 779 é}"’gaa’w aaﬁ@é’é@msiﬂci X)Cgeqnoé
S5y, ©F) 8. 9. Bhaoed $poEE T yned Sorbeo 5 08% & Ba B8
5. Boe‘:o'ﬁ @5&&1;3"’65 830008 &F)S DTIH°NH o DIS élfwg)&_ 6?651(;)65
oHoen, §_§Dégéﬁ°;’>mo&>me» @00S @b.o&)?\)—. el o vrere88 I
aso&m"’:&). oK $3) 087 L:"}‘sé(bﬂr"o& RILONTA BSTg @Xné""mﬁ%}) 558,
000 Dot ST ?3352150 66@9’_{_500;63065@ OEgEe BRI B, @TT) TOHTD,
Baogeo BAD ©B"B0D &% T TEGEND, FIASE SEIEBND 5% o
7T . @8 ow;é%r" 131655&7"@1?\)& =9yo8,

SO P A N U S

e -

‘&_.‘4; e e e



0¥ Srowrige 8:6@8&3?0 X)cf oNOSETI8 T Ko oprTr o HID
Bhooy B T F X)) Srwrige c\)og S0 870 AT Dox &8 808
SACMES :630623&:)3)_“%5533m @sﬁo’é TOBITeS T ONE 8. (\J‘Sf\)@ PYe el
ai:egcso&) ToDooSeS ¥ SHBoawer 03t @K N3 Es“s@ DoSEY S0  wF
FoE ef) SrTriger ©SE80D8 BeK ’6"3\30&&) BHVoXY T | BEGE
33%3:&3 @8 BoSeared TeO SIS ¥Y sScthoewen 0998 Xy R oD
0B BT aﬁe)ora 2 09 JHHSK BHBoX¥ To&oD DS @odESnrmSH B
Doy wé&mm&gm DB $5» 828 ¥yord Slopie Sob o0 " e (TS
aJéS ) BTG Domges0 T ¥. 1424 (Lé ¥, 1503) 30009 é‘f’@oe'a 250¥
msdl? @D BoBBYT, $3°F, 88 ToEres”T SyoX Beodi 8. 1946 578"
0% 8 o ong wIIT-E  BoFDIWY JrwEYIZeE 055 §To¥
B Do B)FeIE DoDo. o RTBe Dos 78 Bogy. (IS éa‘aefgo_

aéamTa‘v&Se) B85 ¥ e %80 Bonko¥od Kol T8 Suor @1605
BBHBTo DO BOKE R @ S’smoa

228 8&1553@7";70538@ m%_q:se &9 T RTHOSTY Soeben 8
488008 SASD_CT DG5S ¥E SHJomwen 0998 X cés c@oc@a BoSEY

aﬁ“’e)ocs D 09 RVSOTTR, Erv%f Foat-g ea:é&éﬁ—“ci)gwom&) 6;33 EC S8
a&)mmmzﬁé@m BER0E  Hob cs:s (B) Doy Bigenh woddsn B Ty
o, DS I D D2 foogd&n” R D BHDOTTTHGO K08 88 sIo
[FBoxsnT Bodro 8RB, & BT o DEpesd —

ToF o8 of) Srewrige 8RR0 VI8, 7. ¥, 1880 (@ ¥. 1408)
T:Sos(fiwsmca; [BSgE R 08 8 ¥ TITe > BR0D%0. 7. ¥.1846 (8.4, 1424)
@) Sreaethge TG0 vo.¥. 1424 (|8.%.1508)

0B DHOLRE T voSEo 30R0B. (F)ooBoed A DRTYRET(Hy,
X083 —@@o:i)g Ro28 SRESICIAC LR solg 8. D5 . o&, B DAoL e




woAEBcdT . 8. 7. Bhb (ITEIT(Ryth 1945 67 Bor Boygy STmren
Doy (oodye eXysrottges 1408 %08 1608 ooy 4008k DET)Ty -
509 1949 & ¥y ooty 38| He56° 1424 508 1608 oo 0¥y Srewe
mges é&o&ﬁ%ﬁn EJ"R)T\Y"&). HB HBHO Gl Béases sSosSar 8 “'E"E)E\')"’S(
¥Ho ¥yeo - DD Ao d |35 8o ** ©R |Sogos™ 14241508 weoo3y

2ONE DK,

0¥y Sreoetge EDEUID(FKH (ToHY DI B KoE TR0 afysed, K0
SEYyTIRY DO"YIY S HooH, IEF weSeT BOdT L.

“mésﬁéq&& 56&6%1652533:&

Besoew HAHH I08 D00
epgz,_:woaﬁac msageréeag@&é
FE-Q LK?’J'&: ooisaéwas S ol
LORSEINS) o X)) 0D S0 E)_a‘sg-
8 DT oD asol Hode

o ™
£2QoNoR ?S:S&érw&gocﬁ...”

STeS T OHM $B°D0F sre0d T oY DHTOKT TG 8%
5o BarecDos® of T5S0 Fowodowd. o8 7o.¥. 1468 o088, wvF oo¥
08y PO my I (Fo T B T - DTpE  Bo¥ DrgEIgME  Tod
a’;%é)) Dootfen &FoHWTY B o Beodakod.

D8y 3y SO\, TS0 eByBreTosge ReRD 00D SIH SH(S
TOSICOH BooH By D. é—a;ﬁog@_é sgrTroad, R BH0SEY g
TS &)-Q-omé‘\)&eog, "%’)gemiﬂoﬂts méﬁécﬁﬁ)mg oo mggoaéoa ST,
“ Xy SroTrges 7 1830 6 B 7o e S-S508 DT PIH B0 Y, BIS0F (VT3




0 SoBEIH0S L B T (B ored) S, 0 ¥ Sy sogreossns (8. 3
1408 BTo 95 B6X) 803 5% (§) CALSEIEE AR P:«.\Jaje)rvvfi EACMEY
B (DSToea0K AQEBKITTY .

BHBYE™ i) FrToEg FvesodS (Fe50f HySesT ey Sy
x)oégzs LR’RPG '5‘68@’35510& ol T80 5)6;)&06. Gl D, ¥TCY TOHT
K)OS’% 2008, & 5. AHY . TraRtIcoTrents wlode 31658&8’8 %) S
WO TS F TS B¥Soow™ TV BEOEX TG0 DIB. 8BA |I~To
9008 B¢ 3K Kol ¥ 5o TABwe 8K Uw By E aTEsT oK
%) 8. §u\e38 26 SoHere $08 EX00 BeoIAID. Doy Boegl DY Tegeado
ateV) eoﬁaaﬂrvmcfosea 505_6_50?695) o)o.‘é'). ‘?.)mggue)&) t‘{)'égs’ @-véf?SLKquoK
b%’awo{}m&). ea:éa;iﬁm&agegbd R)gwoé Tegorentitg A HEN) 9,
& 58 @ 309’?&%’36 DD TIgO0H G EIw EE~nteT] :I)mgﬁméeaa@o
@:\rﬁ' 3. SO TUHoSIIT B T oD me&éo&oﬂbé |Be58y0

gg L{)@’o&’)ﬁ)dﬁ)@é&. 30 EHTTE @w—;’ms_ 8. o5, —agma 5838y B8 -

DE BHJoO TG 5?(&5(8\6 TgAGIEN | IEBoaI. W BIF SoRs
DTS B IeboH I8 R 3:«xja‘°c\6). & b |Fv°50 %55
BIFowtn, BIF°o Iasgos™ ef) srwrrge ob EI6°  |HTgr I
8 ST P 8BS 030 66 . 8. § ek DoDDoITK. & FTres™
D $oT0¥ S éagao{jm@% SOat éts::p_a E{)o:ﬁwlen BOHOBDBY . @I So
TGO $o8 8o [P 0708 5 IAB So~5then L&) B B THTH BRE
59 Kead o Bos 8. B SrTHge 428 DI old Ho208oIS ¥ SoS D=~
ErdroBoTreT §78Y Kol wfTton TEFm. THos® Horen R '80(:0(,595"8
¥OAS éa?_émgﬁ)é, ?’.9)583'5"’:)1$§ SoBSor3 w{)@ws’ eoéaairva‘vtbese) 280008

HFETHTo oIFBoDIB. & HFTHTHE ©3¥60S 570 JosE e &7
WeBK B ATHY DodoKS SN0 aBETokwmey Sn. B Jo 22, 28, 24, S



AR

e

&% w0 b SoRE Al iy wHSooe @'3:3?60?(3&)095"6 ¥ o8 HE00SE ST e
BoWEDE IEYD eFTFo HBYRD.

to |BFSoore BIYFow o DEGIERT)  H acHod sHTTeH 5078
Sorr ¥ Do wIBPAD BEOEVOST) O B S8 087 e T Ko8?®
BerBod, TER8 |STeS SoIrs¥Ege BELE 8 Wek S50 $0Ax8003 (8
B, %5, TraftaroTre B8 T FEE RS FagTroren. w0 $fTTOE I
BB S55087T B TodFH JowroEK BT BoIEo adRod. w58 s 00d™
[F0DoNass & HoDEST |SEBoIERE Hoo |FrgEes Hodyod Do TSN
00D DEOKH, VZITOGING § TgITOH ©0E BHS $oBHoNn, ¥ETIKOH
Bo o) BEroygE D% E Iz Feo. $sre06™ wosSomIe §7R) JeuF I TGV
o Foso goH BYBY FPonTrEo. OO FI0IF I BFBST (I 0Sw 08
@05’3301‘32““&5”-

cTodd? & H|8Y R‘Y"aégoe‘}’s @:mg SRARES ©SoBEYBFy B
o £9
E)IE EHo JTEGEDS® ©F gy S0y e Fayoosw. (835
vv%f‘)a’»gm‘“&) K)ogb’édm")é ¢ 3)3&0&)85:63@ BB&@&?"’&&)@’ e D% SSJ'°§Q) e Jo0d
¥e® 3% B0 w08 5338005 @ 385 . 2. 230008 S FIg T

DBgT= oo D(F, JOSDF Tormes” DFBTIY W(IHZ I|FToen
OO wBAST SEHK 3y Sooy 0B 80638 %mm@wm SoDToW.
@D & $0IES ©oo¥8oIID. =88 Ko @%55@5 s(éag Soo.

BRY) o)géw&ess‘ «d%6 8 a*)%sgms*‘ BHBo06™, mg)awges*“,
SooreH 5o gorges Bo¥ BygurooDos™® DEB0 DS THIE EHOLH 50208093

Troe DB §TR 080 & $oDFET FootoBH Wy . T 568 gH0%

$68°SHo%H @ GI¥BoTKeST dTgvo. DAV SoBoSE0s™ T B0 oIy




SSeseTroN @0l BIS éaﬁg‘n‘éo @"Séﬁ”ﬂ[rvég- L%) 43, K)J@ﬁ"’éea?go, ©0Ed @d
S)oéb‘— B8 0BeHOKH T FIgE T,

% $oDE DTYeaos™ TN DTRETRY BT ToFTT IR KHdBges

I DGE Q. oH5. BEABE, TR TeH0)FE) o8, &. HP58r88 T
G a 8 2)? °d
s‘e)éas gen.

pated

SEo008T 5 $o0IED woSBoHERE B&0D H5ITDS @)5 Sredes
meso:imrmg'ag 88, Ho|ea DB.O0HoSE @65065@‘63 55098 ?S’:agwno @5
J°0TBY Jayods, \BesoX 86 S5 ﬁ’%ﬁ@%%m&é T SRgETeT e,

DT FITroR K8 BEDEE & JoD 5o B eo B8 é*at,s
3 gazﬁzm ’s’n@ 08, 88 $o0ES® o EAINSAL DB JFFEOHBES
DRE &XToSKen @&S w88 oo ¥ ySa Soo.
[t

oD b TH FHDEK IDTDS eBoHDoEsn Jerd |85,

| Do agcscafs $5oE 800N HI0~8 @b . 8. §Fipr oK @)3'&5@?&3(‘0 @508
JooXT FeITee.,

%) &7 BORODS 0By Sroweg 3808 &g eDF) o L Beord
Bpox (FR°K%) 8. o~ HIZoe™ Fod BOAKRT) & @) o Fgechod
BF0HS 878 BOgHreoN Beomsr esdE RN $5087aK domrod T
aTooH. FoSBE0B wvS0ed eoe)bgéo 8 a’nﬁ‘soﬁ)go %809 5HID [oHXORS
Boogy 8. T o 3 TESNST TUERE0 TFeaTH. TR By SohosT Do
BoRy 0BotH vy !

oo FEH DoOS T 30 oI DY
Ssmﬁ‘éaéc erdyy THIHMD @_ms:»"

— SoTokHi.



T e



o e e e e e e e e e A A A A A N N A A A A e e e e e e et o e e PPNV, A, A A A A A e e e T e i i S o P TS AN A e e

VICE-PRESIDENT, NEW DELHI

INDIA. May 10, 1978

I am glad to learn that the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams have decided to celebrate Annamacharya
Jayanthi in a befitting manner every year. Shri Tallapaka Annamacharya was a Saint-Poet whose Keertanas reveal
his spirituality as well as his literary genius. It is very gratifying to know that the T. T. Devasthanams have
undertaken to publish his keertanas and perpetuate his memory and tradition in a variety of ways. I understand
that a souvenir is to be released on 22nd May in order to publicise the plans and programmes for the popularisation
of Annamacharya Kritis. I send my best wishes to the T. T. Devasthanams for their endeavours to honour the great
composer and devotee of Lord Venkateswara.

(Sd.) B.D. JATTL

B e e Tt N A U N P NS VAP S AP S AU U PN N OGN N PN

INFORMATION ADVISER, NEW DELHI,
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE. May 11, 1978
Dear Sir,

The Prime Minister thanks you for your letter. He sends his good wishes for the success of the

Annamacharya Jayanti celebration which is being organised by the T. T. Devasthanams, Tirupati.

Yours faithfully,
(Sd.) H. Y. SHARADA PRASAD

O 2 T2 0 T T T e N N Wy N e s UV PN
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VICE-CHANCELLOR, |
SRI VENKATESWARA UNIVERSITY. | TIRUPATI N ';

I am very glad the T. T. Devasthanams in addition to the publication of Sri Annamacharya’s kritis has
decided to celebrate his Jayanti hereafter regularly every year.

Sri Annamacharya is one of the greatest religious and literary personalities produced by Andhradesa.
The vast literature produced by him and his family deserves to be not only popularised among the Telugu people,
but should be studied by scholars and used by musicians and dancers. Sri Venkateswara University has prescribed
some of his kritis as required reading material for its examinations. It has also just brought out the bhavanuvada
of the Bhagavadgita written by Sri Peda Tirumalacharyulu, son of Svi Annamacharya. It will be released on
May 25. It is the first work in vyavaharika Telugu prose. Two of our professors are bringing out a monograph
in English on Sri Annamacharya. This University will be glad to encourage scholarly work on the Tallapaka poets.

I wish the Jayanti celebrations all success.

(Sd.) K. SATCHIDANANDA MURTY

S A PRV VISP PV ISP SURP N NPPNP A DS TERVER N EVEVIREREELEL S LS AL L L

CHAIRMAN, TIRUPATI,
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, : May 19, 1978
T. T. DEVASTHANAMS.

I am happy we have this year conducted Sri Annamacharya Vardhanthi Festival in the month of April and
we are now conducting from 22nd May to 24th May Sri Annamacharya Jayanthi. We are proud of the Annama-
charya Songs which are nearly 32 thousand Keerthanas engraved on copper plates sung in praise of Lord Venka-
teswara in all Ragas of which 16 thousand are available with the Devasthanams. More than 10 thousand
Keerthanas have so far been publishea by this Devasthanam in 25 volumes. The remaining have also to be completed
at a very early date.

I am sure by the establishment of the Music College and by the celebration of Annamacharya Festivals
for which many eminent musicians are attending and singing Annamacharya songs and by holding competitions
the songs of Annamacharya will in due course become more popular and his philosophy of devotion, dedication and
equality will permeate to every devout soul.

May Lord Venkateswara be with us in these efforts.
(Sd.) C. ANNA RAO
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DIRECTOR OF HIGHER EDUCATION, : Hyderabad
ANDHRA PRADESH. May 5, 1978

Dear Sri Raju,
I am very happy to learn that the T. T. Devasthanams have decided to celebrate Annamacharya Jayanti
Jfrom this year. '

Sri Annamacharya is held in high esteem by all the Telugu people not only in our State but elsewhere. He
was an ardent devotee of Lord Venkateswara. His poems and Keertanas have mass appeal and they express
profound philosophical ideas of the great devotee.

The T. T. Devasthanams are doing yeoman service by bringing out his collections of poems and Keertanas,
besides celebrating *° Annamacharya Varahanthi”” It is fitting that you have also decided to celebrate
Annamacharya Jayanthi from this year onwards.

The glory of the past that was buried by the rolling years through many centuries is now brought to light
through the laudable efforts of the T. T. Devasthanams.

I wish the Annamacharya Jayanthi celebrations all success.
Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) V. RAMACHANDRAN

D AN U D A

N o S

B VN N

CHIEF PRODUCER OF MUSIC AND DIRECTOR, NATIONAL ORCHESTRA NEW DELHI
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL ALL INDIA RADIO. : May 6, 1978

Dear Sri P.S. Rajagopala Raju,

I am extremely glad to note the contents of your letter dated 2-5-18, that T. T. Devasthanam has decided
to celebrate Annamacharya Jayanti in a befiiting manner from this year onwards.

Sri Annamacharya is the senior most among Sri Purandaradasa, Tyagaraja, Deekshitar, Syama Sastri,
Kshetrayya and he isrightly called Padakavita Pitamaha.

1 appreciate your endeavour and pray Lord Venkateswara for the success of your plan and programmes.

With regards.
Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) E. SANKARA SASTRI
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ASTHANA VIDWAN OF MADRAS
TIRUMALA-TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS, _ May 6, 1978
TIRUPATIL.

Dear Sri Rajagopala Raju,

The T.T.D. under the able administration of your goodself and Sri Anna Rao Garu is improving day to
day and your sincere services to Lord Venkateswara and His devotees are exemplory and worth remembering.
Especially your interest in the fine arts is remarkable and your plans to establish a Kalakshetra are the proof for
it. Sri Annamacharya Vardhanti is being celebrated to give opportunities to musicians to sing the Annamacharya’s

Krithi. I am very glad to note that you have deciaed also to celebrate Sri Annamacharya Jayanthi from this year.

Whatever the iaeas We have, unless they are implemented with thorough plans by the advice of the expert
personalities in the field, we may not get the required results. I hope the T.T.D. will get all the cooperation from
the experts of various fields to get their objects fulfilled.

I am always at the services of the T.T.D. as an Asthana Viawan to help the plans and programmes for

the popularisation of Annamacharya compositions.

I convey my best wishes to you for the success of your plans and wish the celebrations of Annamacharya

Jayanthi a grand success with a prosperous beginning. !
Thanking you.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) M. BALAMURALI KRISHNA

. A A P o
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ASTHANA VIDWAN OF ' MADRAS
TIRUMALA-TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS, May 8, 1978
TIRUPATI.
Sir,

I am very happy to learn from your letter of 2—5—78 that the Devasthanam is celebrating Sri Annama-
charya Jayanti in a grand scale, this year onwards i.e., from 22—5-—-78.

The great composer Sri Annamacharya’s Krithis are a valuable treasure and gift to the musicians and
to the music lovers. In this connection I wish to offer my cooperation in popularising the Krithis of this great
composer and will be always at the disposal of the T. T. Devasthanam.

I hope and I am sure by the Divine Grace of Lord Sri Venkateswara and due to the efforts taken by the
T. T. Devasthanam in this regard will be a monumental and grand success.

On 22578 T have to be at Madras for my concert at the All India Radio Madras. As such I express
my inability to attend the function on that day.

I wish the celebration on 22—5—718 a grand success.
With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) M. L. VASANTHA KUMARI
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BANGALORE
May 6, 1978

Dear Sri Raju Garu,

With reference to your kind circular letter of the 2nd May 1978, I write to express my extreme happiness
at your decision to conduct Annamacharya Celebrations in a fitting manner on the 22nd May 1978, and bringing
out a souvenir on the occasion. I extend my sincere prayers to Lord Venkateswara to bestow every success on your
endeavour, which deserve approbation of all lovers of Music and Literature and devotees of our Lord.

With kind regards.
Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) B. RAJANIKANTARAO
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PRINCIPAL, VIJAYAWADA ,
GOVT. COLLEGE OF MUSIC & DANCE., _ . May 12, 1978
MADRAS
Dear Sir,

I have your kind letter dated 2-—5-78. I congratulate the T.T. Devasthanam authorities for taking
keen interest and their efforts in popularising the great compositions of “Pada Kavitha Pitamaha” Sri Tallapaka
Annamacharya.

I am also happy to note that the management has certain plans and programmes to intensify this activity.

In this connection I may suggest that instead of confining this activity to Tirupati only it may be extended
to the whole of Andhra Pradesh and also to other states where there is great appreciation and patronage for the

Karnatic Music, by arranging music concerts and demonstrative lectures inviting eminent Vidwans and scholars
in the field. '

With best regards.
Yours faithfully,

(Sd.) NEDUNURI KRISHNA MURTY
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5, PRAKASAM ROAD
MADRAS

Sri Thallapaka Annamacharya, the great saint poet of Andhra Pradesh, and a staunch devotee of Lord
Sree Venkateswara, has been very widely known for the elucidation of philosophical ideas in the Keerthanams
composed by him in lucid style. I am adopting some of his songs in the cultural programmes of dance recitals
conducted by me. I am very proud to state that the keerthanams have reached the heights of par excellence, and
they win the admiration of the hearers. I am happy to note that the T.T. Devasthanams are evincing a keen interest
in bringing up a souvenir on the occasion of the celebration of Annamacharya Jayanthi on 22-5-78, and for arriving
at a decision to celebrate the Annamacharya Jayanthi every year, as is done in the case of Sree Thyagarajaswamy,

another saint composer of devotional songs at Thiruvaur in Tanjore District.

I wish the celebration of Annamacharya Jayanthi on 22—5—78 all success with pomp ana glory.

(Sd.) VYEMPATI CHINNA SATHYAM
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Chaturdandi the well established fourfold conception of Gopala
Naik, transmitted through the Chaturdandi Prakasika of Venkata-
makhi, marks the pivot of all channels of musical expression.
Gita, Alapa, Thaya and Prabandha are the four constituents of the
Chaturdandi. Of these, Alapa is the creative and the rest three
are the recitative elements. Whatever be the mode of musical
expression it is in other words expression of the Raga abstract.
Raga Alapa marks the abstract form of the raga while Gita, Thaya
and Prabandha are the means to the end that is to say the abstract
form of the raga concretised. The raga is in a sense the end in
itself.

This raga expression has been diverse in character as empha-
sised by different composers in our music. Some have established
through their song medium, elaborate raga structures, while the
others have confined themselves to a limited range or sphere.
South Indian Music or Carnatic music as it is designated is very
fertile in the exploration of the limitless possibilities of the bewilder-
ing raga system. Ragas are numberless and their forms are profuse
in variety. Tyagaraja refers to * Vintha ragalu ™ in one of his
krutis. With the advancement of musical knowledge and musical
culture not only a plathora of musical scales came into vogue but
also the delineation of them in all their varied richness and colours
became an established fact. The emergence of the concept of
pure or absolute music opened a new era for the evolution of
individual elaborate structures of raga expression. Till such

Ragas Adopted by Annamacharya
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times musical compositions purely of an applied nature couched
in simple and oft repeated Dhatus with rather very little scope
of raga portrayels could alone have been possible. Further, the
Sahityas too of earlier centuries were purely metrical in character
and thus obliterated to a great extent the musical elasticity. ‘This
is the range of sacred music.

All music in India has primarily been sacred in character.
The very beginnings of music are traced to the Vedic conception.
Brahma has been the promulgator of music, having derived it
from Sama Veda. In India music has been looked upon as one
of the margas or paths of holy pursuit. Music is nothing short of
Nadopasana, for self-emancipation or self-realisation lifting the
human individual soul from the mundane existence to the abode
of eternal bliss - for the perfect communion of the individual soul
with the universal soul. It is thus the sacred music lore comprises
the bulk of musical compositions characterised by the domination
of Sahitya (the libreto) enshrining lofty ideas and thoughts propi-
tiating Godhood. They have been the soul-stirring spontaneous
output of the ever flowing streams of devotion of an abnormal
quality on the part of our composers. Consequently the music
of their songs or the Dhatu is rather subdued to the textual structure.
The raga structures are at the lowest ebb. That is why and how we
find in the earlier centuries plural sahityas sung to singular, well
established, familiar and simple music tunes (Dhatu structures).
It is only this phenomenon that has mainly been responsible for the
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lack of raga forms of profused variety cast in the earlier musical
compositions as against what ‘could be apparently seen in the
compositions of the Musical Trinity and others thereafter. The
architect of the concept of “ Nada Rachana * is Tyagaraja who
has the credit of having composed not only in good many different
ragas but also for his songs cast in different raga moulds though
may be in one and the same raga. Fach and every composition
of his has got its individual musical setting or Dhatu. It is only
thus the change of circumstances and mode of conception of the
art that ushered him the bulky raga system through the melody
medium adopted by the composers of the subsequent centuries
say from the 18th Century onwards. Prior to that the * Music ”
was kept under much restraint. The contents were more important
than the container.

Annamacharya, Purandara Das, Bhadrachalam Ramadas why
even Kshetragnya, not to speak of Jaya Deva, Narayana Theertha,
Sada Siva Brahmam etc., belong to the galaxy of Vaggeyakaras
adorning the musical firmament. All their music was more or
less applied in scope serving more as a mere vehicle for the singing
of the glories of God and for the redemption of their souls. All
the above composers stand on the same footing more or less.
Aunnamacharya was more a seer and saint, say, even a nendicant.
At the same time, the text of his songs ranks him above a scholar
in language and literature. Annamacharya’s biography consists
more of a life of a non-stop offering of song poems, worldliness and
eccentricity conspicuously absent. He never professed himself as
any composer of pure or absolute music. Nor did he evolve an
elaborate and a closely knit cobweb of Sishya or Sishya Parampara
around him to transmit his music to posterity. Annamacharya
only sang and sang perhaps his immediate descendants recording
the text of his songs and not the music of it. This should have
been  quite so the same case with Purandara Das, Rama Das
Jayadeva etc., too. This explains the lack of a regular gayaka
sampradaya for the songs of the aforesaid prolific composers.
Their music has been irrevccably lost though a minor fraction
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of their songs have been handed down in their traditional moulds.
It is quite possible. This unfortunate circumstance is in no way a
discredit to Annamacharya. On the other hand we have only
pitiably become all the more poorer.

With this above background one has got to make the correct
approach resurructing the music of Annamacharya.

From the beginning of the medieval period of musical history—
from the 5th Century A.D.—the concept of Raga was fast evolving
and many systems of Raga classification, some purely of academic
interest while some of practical significance, were mentioned by
different Lakshanakaras in their treatises. But they were all mostly
catalogues and categories. In the 14th Century the important
ragas of the day having some history also behind them were raised
to the status of representative heads technically designated as janaka
ragas or melas while the rest having swaras in common with the
concerned janaka ragas were designated as janya ragas thereunder.
This is the genus-species system. It was profounded by Holy
Vidyaranya. He mentioned some 15 such melas or janaka ragas
and 50 janya ragas and most of them have continued to exist to
date with perhaps change of designation in some cases.  Just
half a century after Vidyaranya our Dravida agama Sarva Bhauma,
the immortal bard of the holy seven hills, Sri Annamacharya

flourished. He lived from 1408 A.D. to 1503 A.D.. It is hence

~ absolutely no doubt that Annamacharya has adopted into the

raga system of Vidyaranya. All the fifteen melas and the 50 janya
ragas thereunder are found incorporated in the Sankirthanas of
Annamacharya running of thousands and thousands engraved in
the copper plates and preserved and edited in 25 volumes so far
by the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams. We also find some
ragas added to the old stock. Almost all the ragas adopted by
Annamacharya are found transmitted in the Swaramela kalanidhi
of Ramamatya written in 1550 A.D.




The fairly exhaustive list of ragas (a few omissions are quite
possible) as adopted by Annamacharya for his Sankirthanas has
been attempted:

1. Abali, 2. Ahiri, 3. Ahiri Nata (volumes 18 and 8)
4. Amara Sindhu (volume 18), 5. Andoli, Andola (volumes 18,
10), 6. Arabhi, 7. Bouli, 8. Bouli Ramakriya, 9. Bilahari
(volume 10), 10. Bala hamsa, 11. Bhallati (volumes 10, 11),
12. Bhupala, 13. Chayanaata, 14. Desakshi, 15. Desalam,
Disalam, 16. Devagandhara, Deva gandhari, 17. Devakriya,
18. Dhanyasi, Dhannasi, 19. Dravida Bhairavi (volume 18),
20. Bhairavi, 21. Goula, 22. Gurjari, 23. Gitanata,
24. Gambhira nata (volume 18), 25. Gumma Kambhoji (Volume
18), 26. Gunda Xriya, 27. Hijujji, Hejjuji, 28. Hindola, 29.
29. Hindola vasantha, 30. Kambhoji, 31. Kannada Bangala,
32. Kannada Goula, 33. Kedara Goula, 34. Kokila Panchama
(volume 18) 35. Konda Malahari, 36. Kuntala varali, 37. Lalitha,
38. Madhya madi, 39. Malahari, 40. Malavashri, 41. Malavi,
42. Malava Goula, Malavi Goula, 43. Mangala Kousika, 44.
Mangala Bouli, 45. Mecha Bouli, 46. Megha Ranji, 47. Mukhari,
48. Mukhari Panthu, 49. Nada Rama Kriya, Nada Nama kriya,
50. Naga varali, 51. Naga Gandhari, 52. Narayani, Narani, 53.
Natta Narayana, 54. Narayana Desakshi, 55. Neelambari, 56.
Padi, 57. Purvi, 58. Purva Goula (volume 18) 59. Phala Manjari,
Phala vanjaram (volume 11), 60. Pratapa Nata (volumes 7, 18)
61. Naata, 62. Ramakriya, Suddha Rama kriya, 63. Raya Goula,
64. Revagupti, Regupti, 65. Salanga, Salanga Nata, 66. Samantha,
67. Sama Varali, 68. Sama Raga, 69. Saveri (volume 12) 70.
Shoka Varali, 71. Sourashtra, Sourashtri, 72. Sourashtra Gurjarr,
73. Sindhu kriya, 74. Sindhu Rama kriya, 75. Sri Raga, 76. Suddha
Desi, 77, Suddha Vasantha, 78. Telugu Kambhoji, 79. Todi, Tondi,
80. Varali, 81. Vasantha Varali (volumes 8, 18) 82. Vasantha,
83. Velavali (volume 18) 84. Manohari (volume 18) 85. Kuranji

(volumes 10, 18) 86. Bangalam (volumes 10, 18), 87. Kousi(volume 10
10), 88. Sankara bharanam, 89. Pisalam. (The volume numbers
given within brackets are only instances of indication of the
occurrence of the ragas). ;

Among the aforesaid list, such of those ragas that are reckoned
as prak-prasidha ragas and most of the earlier melas as Sri raga,
Sankarabharana, Todi, Bhairavi, Kambhoji, Mukhari, Nata,
Varali, Ramakriya, Malava Goula etc., have been employed by
Annamacharya quite in profusion.

The pre-eminent janya rakti ragas like Bouli, Padi, Sourashtra,
Malavi, Malavashri, Gundakriya, Gurjari, Kedaragoula, Saveri,
Dhanyasi, Devagandhari etc., are also found in plenty in the
Sankirthanas of Annamacharya.

No clue has been available at all so far as to be possible identity
of the following ragas used by Annamacharya for his compositions.

1. Abali, 2. Ahiri Nata, 3. Amara Sinchu, 4. Bhallati, 5.
Desalam, 6. Gumma Kambhoji, 7. Kokila Panchama, 8. Konda
Malahari, 9. Mangala Bouli, 10. Mukhari Panthu, 11. Prathapa
Naata, 12. Rayagoula, 13. Shoka varali, 14. Sindhukriya, 15.
Gitanata, 16. Telugn Kambhoji, 17. Kousi.

However, a few ragas like Ahiri Nata, Kokila Panchama,
Prathapa Nata, Shoka Varali, Sindhu Kriya etc., though not found
in the subsequent treatises written after Annamacharya’s times
say even till the former part of the 19th Century are referred to
in the Ganabhaskaram of Late K.V. Srinivasa Ieyngar, the youngest
brother of the late Mahavidwan Sangeetha Kalanidhi Tiger Varada-
chariar, who was the doyen of the music world during the thirties
and forties of the present century.

In the Ganabhaskaram a formidable list of nearly a thousand
ragas has been given with their Arohana and Avarohana indicating
their janaka ragas too. The ragas referred to in the Ganabhaskaram
could not be expected to have retained their forms since the days
of Annamacharya. These are most probably later interpolations
with of course, the retention of their old names and this is not
anything impossible.




The conflict of views between the theory and practice of music
has also the difference in views between different schools of music
with regard to the prevailing characteristics of the ragas has been
the most striking and unchanging phenomenon. Such being the
case one could hardly expect the original forms of the rare ragas
as contemplated by Annamacharya having been transmitted today
in original.

There is no denying the fact that the original mould of the
prasiddha Rakti ragas like Malava Goula, Sankarabharana, Kambho-
j 1, Bhairavi, Tedi, Sri raga, Mukhari, Madhyamadi, Naata, Varali,
Ramakriya, Neelambari, Sourashtra etc., could ever have changed.
What was Malava Goula to Annamacharya and his contemporary
Purandara Das is the same today also. But even here, we are
confronted with one difficulty. Excepting for a few stray cases
of Kirthanams having probably been passed on from generation
to generation in their original cast even in these prasidha ragas
no authentic oral tradition of the rendering of his songs numberless
in these prasidha ragas has been available and it is beyond all
probability and possibility to aspire for that unattainable. There is
no option left to the vidwans of acquisition excepting to evolve
their own tunes and musical settings for the kirthanas in these
prasidha Rakti ragas tooas originally assigned by the saint
composer. Wherever these Prasidha Rakti ragas have been intended
by the composer it shall be the bounden duty of the vidwans not
to change the names of the ragas as against the original intention,
The original settings have of course become a total nil.

A sincere and devout approach with a proper perspective
could however be made in the matter of reviving some of the ragas
employed by Annamacharya for his kirtanas. A few points of
reference may not be out of place in this connection. Devagandhari
or Devagandhara of the days of Annamacharya is not necessarily
be the same as that immortalised in  Ksheera Sagara Sayana >
and “ Karuna Samudra > of Thyagaraja. The Devagandhari of
early century is easily the present day Karnataka Devagandhari.
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On Abheri the latter differently rendered with the Chathusruthi
Dhivatha. The Devagandhari of Thyagaraja’s times and thereafter
is referred to as the Desiya Devagandhari of Subbarama Dikshitar
in the Sangeetha Sampradaya Pradarsini. What all has been narrated
above is textual treatment. The raga as set forth by Thyagaraja
in his Kritis could be traced to the ancient Tamil Pans—a bhashanga
alloy of Arabhi. So to be true to the tuning tradition Annamacharya
could have adopted Devagandhari only in the strain as it exists
today. It may be mentioned in passing here that the Pada of
Kshetragnya - “ Vedukato nadachuchunna  is sung only in Deva
gandhari in the present version of the raga,

The Dhannasi or Dhanyasi of Annamacharya could quite
possibly be the oudava — oudava type now known as Suddha
Dhanyasi or Udaya Ravichandrika rightly or wrognly called.
The oudava Sampocrna Dhanyasi seems to be of later origin.

As regards the raga Bouli Rama Kriya rather frequently met
with Annamacharya songs it could be assessed that it was an
oudava sampoorna raga with Bouli Arohana and Ramakriya
Avarohana. This is analogous to the modern Mohana kalyani.
Mecha Bouli is a simple structure in Arohana and Avarohana and
is the Sudhamadhyama counterpart of Bouli Ramakriya. But
mecha Bouli has superseded Bouli Ramakriya and it survives
even today as a janya of Mayamalava Goula with s.r.g.p.ds. as
Arohana and Avarohana being krama Sampoorna.

The Dravida Bhairavi, Dravida Gurjari, Sourashtra Gurjari
and Telugu Kambhoji mentioned by Annamacharya are parellel
in conception to the ragas of provincial origin mentioned by Saranga
Deva in his Sangita Ratnakara. (1203—1247 A.D.).

There are some minor ragas oft noticed in the kirthanas of
Annamacharya. Malavi, Malasri, Hindola, Hindola vasantha are
some examples. In what-ever form they might have existed—God
only knows—during the days of Annamacharya we have got the
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possible) as adopted by Annamacharya for his Sankirthanas has
been attempted:

1. Abali, 2. Ahiri, 3. Ahiri Nata (volumes 18 and 8)
4. Amara Sindhu (volume 18), 5. Andoli, Andola (volumes 13,
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32. Kannada Goula, 33. Kedara Goula, 34. Kokila Panchama
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64. Revagupti, Regupti, 65. Salanga, Salanga Nata, 66. Samantha,
67. Sama Varali, 68. Sama Raga, 69. Saveri (volume 12) 70.
Shoka Varali, 71. Sourashtra, Sourashtri, 72. Sourashtra Gurjarr,
73. Sindhu kriya, 74. Sindhu Rama kriya, 75. Sri Raga, 76. Suddha
Desi, 77, Suddha Vasantha, 78. Telugu Kambhoji, 79. Todi, Tondi,
80. Varali, 81. Vasantha Varali (volumes 8, 18) 82. Vasantha,
83. Velavali (volume 18) 84. Manohari (volume 18) 85. Kuranji

(volumes 10, 18) 86. Bangalam (volumes 10, 18), 87. Kousi(volume 10
10), 88. Sankara bharanam, 89. Pisalam. (The volume numbers
given within brackets are only instances of indication of the
occurrence of the ragas).

Among the aforesaid list, such of those ragas that are reckoned
as prak-prasidha ragas and most of the earlier melas as Sri raga,
Sankarabharana, Todi, Bhairavi, Kambhoji,v Mukhari, Nata,
Varali, Ramakriya, Malava Goula ctc., have been employed by
Annamacharya quite in profusion.

The pre-eminent janya rakti ragas like Bouli, Padi, Sourashtra,
Malavi, Malavashri, Gundakriya, Gurjari, Kedaragoula, Saveri,
Dhanyasi, Devagandhari etc., are also found in plenty in the
Sankirthanas of Annamacharya.

No clue has been available at all so far as to be possible identity
of the following ragas used by Annamacharya for his compositions.

1. Abali, 2. Ahiri Nata, 3. Amara Sindhu, 4. Bhallati, 5.
Desalam, 6. Gumma Kambhoji, 7. Kokila Panchama, §. Konda
Malahari, 9. Mangala Bouli, 10. Mukhari Panthu, 11. Prathapa
Naata, 12. Rayagoula, 13. Shoka varali, 14. Sindhukriya, 15.
Gitanata, 16. Telugu Kambhoji, 17. Kousi.

However, a few ragas like Ahiri Nata, Kokila Panchama,
Prathapa Nata, Shoka Varali, Sindhu Kriya ctc., though not found
in the subsequent treatises written after Annamacharya’s times
say even till the former part of the 19th Century are referred to
in the Ganabhaskaram of Late K.V. Srinivasa Ieyngar, the youngest
brother of the late Mahavidwan Sangeetha Kalanidhi Tiger Varada-
chariar, who was the doyen of the music world during the thirties
and forties of the present century.

In the Ganabhaskaram a formidable list of nearly a thousand
ragas has been given with their Arohana and Avarohana indicating

. their janaka ragas too. The ragas referred to in the Ganabhaskaram

could not be expected to have retained their forms since the days
of Annamacharya. These are most probably later interpolations
with of course, the retention of their old names and this is not
anything impossible. ‘
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lead in Thyaga Raja’s krithis for the form of these ragas. Malavasri
is now known to us as a rishabha varja janya raga of Kharahara
priya as immortalised in the krithi. “ Evarunnaru brova > of
Thyagara Raja. Malavi is a Ubhaya vakra janya of Hari Kambhoji
cast in “ Nenaruchinanu” of Thyaga Raja. With regard to
Hindola and Hindola Vasantha their lakshanas have well been
asserted in the krithis of Thyaga Raja and Dhikshitar though
there is a difference in view with regard to the Dhaivatha in the
said two ragas. Manohari is another raga found in the kirthana
plates of Annamacharya mentioned rather rarely here and there.
As at present it has dual lakshanas in accordance with the treatment
of this raga by Tyagaraja as set forth in his * Parithapamu.”
Manohari is a nishadha varja janya of Kharaharapriya with the
scale sr.gmp.ds—sdpmgrs Sgregm. is also seen. But
Muthuswamy Dikshitar has given the raga mudra Manohari for
his “ Kanjadalayathakshi.”” This version of the raga rendering
goes by the name of Kamala Manohari established in “ Nee Muddu-
momu ” of Thyagaraja. Now the point to be noted here is that
the Manohari found in the kirthanas of Annamacharya could
accordingly be given a dual treatment. It is not possible to ascertain
the exact form of Manohari as contemplated by Annamacharya.

It is highly significantly note worthy that Annamacharya has
handled Bouli, Bhupala and Revagupti as three independant ragas
distinct from one another in as much as a number of Sankeerthanas
of the composer are found in these three ragas.

Some very rare ragas employed by Annamacharya do well
deserve to be revived, with the very useful information kept at our
disposal by Subbarama Dikshitar in his Sangeetha sampradaya
Pradarshini. Such ragas are 1. Samavarali, 2. Hejjujji, 3. Saranga
Nata, 4. Mangala Kousika, 5. Megha ranji, 6. Kannada Bangala,
7. Gurjari, 8. Gundakriya, 9. Puri, 10. Purva Goula, 11. Chaya Nata,
12. Velavali, 13. Narayani, 14. Narayana Desakshi, 15. Desakshi,
16. Nata Narayani, 17. Suddha Desi, 18. Samantha etc.

Now Subbarama Dikshitar has not only given the lakshanas
of these ragas but also gives his own Sanchari for each which
goes a long way towards the building up of their correct form.
It is needless to say that for most of thess ragas we have krithis
of Muthuswamy Dikshithar whose voluminous contribution
consists not only in adopting the ragas of his times but also in
reviving the music of the past. Dikshitar handled most of the

- ragas that had had a sound historical tradition but had slowly

been fading into insignificance. With this aid it shall be our bounden
duty to reconstruct in our own way the music of those songs of
Annamacharya set in those ragas and it is not any matter to be
slighted. In most of the volumes containing the kirthanas of
Annamacharya edited so far we come across the above mentioned
ragas frequently.

A word in passing by way of conclusion is a necessity in this
present context. “ Survival of the fittest ” is an inevitable theory
and an everlasting law of nature. ° Survival of the useful ” in
the theory of music and “ Survival of the beautiful »* in the realm
of practical music have been the guiding factors in the dynamic
growth of the art and science of music. Ragas very closely allied
to each other with only subtle peoints of difference and distinction
are many in our music. When one of them by virtue of its inde-
pendent and individual intrinsic merit has dominated the rest
allied to it with only minute differences in shade and colour fade
away. It is a regrettable phenomenon and it should be averted.
But no doubt, if one takes absolute care to preserve both, it is
quite possible though only within certain confined limits. Saveri
and Saranga Nata look alike almost in the matter of scale formation.
Saveri gets its identity with the subtle and graced rendering of
Rishabha and Dhaivatha and avoiding the desrgha Nishadha to a
possible extent. In the raga Saranga Nata, on the contrary, ri.m.d.
and n. are all of plain nature and the raga too rendered in a slow
coach as against the Saveri which admits of different tempos.
Gowri, Gowla, Padi and Gundakriya—these four ragas are slightly
akin to one another though in Padi and Gowla Dhaivatha is deleted
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altogether and Gandhara too in Padi. When Goula became very
prominent for known or unknown reasons, the other three receded
to the background if not completely gone into the oblivion. With
this note of caution and the judicious rendering of the notes of the
retinue of the closely allied ragas, sincere attempts must be made
to revive them, rather than clinging to the innovation of newer

and newer ragas of comparatively mediocre stuff. As a matter
of fact a good many of the ragas adopted by Annamacharya con-
sidered very rare and minor ones are brimful of feelings and
emotions. Ragas after all evoke emotions. They are modes
derived out of moods etymologically.
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Dr. V. RAGHAVAN

Chyagaraja and Annamacharya

A R A T N N A N

Tyagaraja was a flower that blossomed in the Bhajana tradition,
the mother of Song in the North as well as in the South. Among
the pioneers of this movement in the South is counted Tallapakkam
Annamacharya, to whom the Bhajana-paddhati now in vogue
beginning with the Todaya-Mangalam—which has taken into its
fold the dance-drama traditions too—is traced. The creative
activity of the Tallapakkam poets embraces four generations and
two centuries of unborken output on a prodigious scale. The
first of these dedicated minstrels of Lord Venkatesvara at Tirupati
is Annamacharya, A.D. 1408-1503, who started composing in
1424 A.D. when, as a boy of sixteen, he was blessed with a vision
of Lord Venkateswara; for eighty years, till he passed away in
1503, he went on singing, believing with the Tamil Nayanar-psalmist
that the day barren of the Lord’s Sankirtana was a day on which
he might as well have been either not born or not alive. In the
heaps upon heaps of copper plates preserved at the Tirupati Devas-
thanam, on which the songs of the Tallapakam composers are
engraved, three works of Annamacharya are found. Although
all these centred on no other subject except Lord Venkateswara
each work adopts a different mode of approach. The Sringara
Samkirtana is a collection in which the Lord and the poet-devotee

are figured as Nayuka and Nayika. 1In the Adhyatma-samkirtanas
the poet expatiates on Bhakti and Virakti. The Srngara-manjari
is a love poem on a maiden’s love and longing for God Venka-
tesvara and her eventual success in attaining him. Although
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all these are in Telugu, there are in the second collection, songs
in which the poet handles the Sanskrit language.

Indeed Annamacharya was a Sanskrit writer as well. He
wrote a fourth work, a treatise on the art of composing Adhyatma-
kirtanas, devotional and spiritual songs. This text has not come
down to us but Annamacharya’s grandosn, China Tirumala listen-
ed to his father Peda Tirumala’s exposition of it, and rendered
it into Telugu and fortunately through this Telugu version, Annama-
charya’s Sankirtanalakshana has come down to us.

In all this great output of the Tallapakkam composers, there
is, for the student and lover of Carnatic music, a weatlh of precious
material for study and research. The Tallapakkam Samkirtanas
form a significant part of the heritage to which Tyagaraja was
heir and which, like those that he received from Bhadrachala
Ramadas and others, moulded him, his life and his mission and
the art which was the medium of his contact with the Infinite.

It is the Samkirtana of Annamacharya which crystallised into
the Kirtana and kriti of the Great Trinity. Annamacharya was a
path-maker in this field, pada-kavita-marga-sarvabhauma as his
grandson describes him in the Telugu Sankirtanalakshana.

Between the Sringarasamkirtanas and the Adhyatmasamkirtanas,
it is the latter that offer prototypes and parallels for Tyagaraja’s
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compositions. The Samkirtanalakshana defines an Adhyatma-
samkirtana as that which has as its motive force the knowledge
of discrimination (viveka) as to body, soul and God, and embodies
similarly the sense of the comparative values of the world and
the scriptures, of Dharma and Adharma:

Deha-Atma-Isa-Vivekotsahambunu
Loka-Veda- Dharmaadharmadi-uhapohambulu
galaya Harisamkirtanambul Adhyatmambul.
(P. 148, verse 61).

One will immediately be reminded of Tyagaraja’s definition
of a Kriti in his Sriranjani piece —Nigamasirorthamugalgina nijavak-
kulato. . . ... sadbhakti virakti. . . .krittice bhajiyincu and again in
the Ritigaula song: Naigama-shatsastra-purana-agamar-thasahita-
mata.

If a composer is endowed with such qualities and qualifica-
tions, it lifts his contributions to the plane of Vedamantra.

Sampradayagata-jnana-sahitudaina manuju
sat-kavitayu Veda-mantra samanamu.

(Sankirtanalakshana, p. 141, verse 23).

The mention here of Sampradaya may be noted. Tyagaraja
mentions Sampradaya at more than one place and in the Todi
kriti Kaddanu, he expressly states that there should be no deviation
from the path of tradition; Poddu tappaga bhajiyincu.

It goes without saying that as an artistic creation, the Sam-
kirtana should possess all its requisite qualities on the literary side
including those of prosody; Yativisrama, it may be remembered, is
included by Tyagaraja in his description of the Kriti. Annama-
charya says that the songs of one ignorant of the proper style and
pattern of pada composition including its prosody, would be worth-
less: Andarilo padamargd-cchandomoodhatmu kavita etc. (p. 140,
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verse 19). This is of course taken for granted, but what should not
be lost sight of is the devotion and dedication which are to be the
main inspiration. It is this spiritual quality which endows the
Samkirtana with a higher value. In the same place, the Talla-
pakkam composer continues: Govindapada-bhakti-virahi tamanduni-
dharmakriyakramambu nadangun.

The same call from the top of the Seven Hills is heard in
clearer tones on the banks of the Five Rivers: Sangitajnanamu
bhaktivina sanmargamu galade (Dhanyasi).

Displaying his easy artistry with words, the Tirupati poet-
composer drives home the idea that such song comes to one who
has transcended his limited self and its mundane interests, its
mamatabandhana. The kriti, he says, should no doubt have
Alamkriti and Camatkriti but what it'should never have is Ahamkriti.
Songs prompted by the last instinct would be ridiculous.

Kriti ceppina yatadalam-kritiyu galga kritincinaco-kritiyaguna-
gaka Ahamkrti kriti seyamga migula gelimbadade. (P. 40 verse 20).

A few typical pieces from Annamacharya’s Adhyatmasamkir-
tanas may be taken and with them we may juxtapose some of
Tyagaraja’s and note the kinship.

In his Adhyatmasamkirtanas (p. 65, song 98), Annamacharya
has a song in Raga Samanta which has the burden ““ Yenta cesina
tanakedi tuda cinta Sri Haripaim jikkute calu,” saying that whatever
one might do, it is of no avail if one’s thought is not on Hari;
and the Charanas which elaborate the idea point but that even
good deeds, penances and achievements of learning are futile
without devotion to the Lord and His grace. Tyagaraja’s Todi
piece * Emi jesite nemi Sri Rama karunaleni varilalo” is on the
same idea and in the same strain.

In the same collection is another song of Annamacharya in
Nata (p. 125, song 187) “ Tanakeda caduvulu tanakeda sastralu
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manasu cancala buddhi manena? ”— Wherefore learning and the
Sastras to one whose mind has not ceased to be fickle?”” which has
its echo in Tyagaraja’s Abhogi piece “ Manasu nilpa sakti leka
pote madhura ghanta virula puja emi jeyunu?’— " If one is unable
to control and make his mind steady, will any amount of worship
with sweet bell and flower be of any avail?”’ and in * Manasu
svadhinamaina > (Sankarabharana). As for the futility of barren
learning, Tyagaraja emphasises it in very many songs, the most
telling ones being “ Kshinamai tiruga ” (Mukhari), ¢ Kalalanercina’
(Dipaka) and ° Padavini sadbhakti’ (Salaga Bhairavi). In a Bauli
Samkirtana (p. 21, song 32) ¢ Rama Rama Rama Krishna Rajiva-
locana nivu dimuvanti bantanane tejame nadi, Annamacharya
humbly represents to the Lord that he may not be equal to any
kind of service to Him before such great servants of His as
Hanuman who can cross an ocean for Him; like Sabari who can
pre-taste and select the fruits for Him and so on. Varying the
idea somewhat Tyagaraja in his * Upacharamu chesevarunnarani
maravakura’ (Bhairavi), pleads with the Lord that because He has
servants like Anjaneya to keep watch at the gate and His own
three brothers nearby to do any bidding, He should not feel that
there was no need for others and forget Tyagaraja. Of course,
for feeling jealous of Sabari, Tyagaraja has a full separate Kriti.

Describing true worship Tyagaraja elaborates in his Ritigaula
song ° Paripalaya’ the idea that one’s own body is the Lord’s
temple, the steadfast mind the Lord’s golden seat and so on.
“ Tanuve nikanuvaina sadanamaura Raghunatha; sthira cittamu
vara camikara pithamu Raghunatha” In  Namakusumamulace ’
Sri Tyagaraja describes his mind as the golden seat on which he
has installed the Lord, ° Sriman-manasa-kanaka pithamuna’ etc.
Addressing Lord Venkateswara in Kedaragaula (p. 239, song
355 ¢ Nivunna cote ’) Annamacharya said, * Devuda na dehame niku
Tirumalagiripattanamu, bhavimpa hraaya kamalame bangaru meda.”
—*Lord! my body is itself the Tirumala hill for you, the lotus of
my heart is itself the golden abode for you and my mind is itself
your gem-set couch.”

There are three complete songs of Annamacharya singing the
glory of the Lord’s Name, ¢ Sakalasamgrahamu’ in Lalita (p. 225,
song 334) * Tatigoni yemaraka’ in Dhanyasi (p. 195, song 289) and
¢ Japiyimcare sarvajanulu yi namamu’ the last one on Ramanama
itself. These may be compared with the several Kritis of Tyaga-
raja on Nama. In the first Annamacharya describes Hari-Nama
as the essence of all Vedas, Sastras and Puranas and as the King
of all Mantras, Mantra-raja. In the second one in Dhanyasi,
Annamacharya has a precious idea which Tyagaraja also has in a
song of his. In the first Charana of this piece, Annamacharya
says that the Lord’s Name is to the devotee what the Mangala-
sutra is to a Pativrata: * Kappi pativrataku mangalasutramuvale.
Pressing before Rama that although there are several Gods, Rama
was his Ishta-devata, Tyagaraja compares the former to different
kinds of ornaments that a woman wears and Rama to her Mangala-
sutra:

¢ Paradaivamulu bagu sommulu
Suranuta! Mangalasutramulauna!”

(Raghuvara nannu, Pantuvarali)

¢ Sri Rama padama’ of Tyagaraja in which Ahalya figures
prominently may be considered an offspring of Annamacharya’s
Samkirtana on the Lord’s feet in Mukhari ‘ Brahma gadigina
padamu’ where Ahalya’s purification occurs as one of the several
wonders.

Not only does Annamacharya frequently speak of Rama in
his songs, although they are mainly addressed to Lord Venka-
tesvara, he has also songs on Rama Himself, on Rama-Nama, on
Sita, Anjaneya etc., in all of which the leading ideas of Rama
bhakti, such as the belief in Siva imparting Rama-Nama, which
are met with at every step in Tyagaraja, are seen also in Annama-
charya; in these songs, Annamacharya too, like Tyagaraja later,
used the entire Rama-milieu as found in the different Ramayanas
in addition to that of Valmiki.




One of the special features of Tyagaraja’s compositions has
been held to be the songs he has composed on the art of music
itself as Sadhana to Bhakti and as a Yoga in itself and on Nada as
an easy means of attaining Brahman and Brahmananda. These
ideas are of course part and parcel of the ideology of our music as
handed .down from the times of .Samaveda and the Upanishads.
Classical treatises on music, like the Sangitaratnakara speak of
the greatness of Nada and Gita, but among composers, Tyagaraja
had been considered the only musician to have devoted many
songs to this idea of Nada and Nadopasana and as singing or Kirtana
as‘conferring on one all that one desires here and in the hereafter.
“ Ragaratnamalikace ramjillunata, Hari, Sata; baga sevinci sakala
bhagyamandu damu rare.” (Ritigaula). The manifold benefits
of a Lord’s Bhajana or Kirtana are set forth by Tyagaraja in his
“ Paraloka sadhaname’ (Purvakalyani). Annamacharya, before
Tyagaraja, gave articulation to this idea of the all-round efficacy
of singing the glory of the Lord in song, Samkirtana, and in a
long piece in Samanta (p. 221, song 328), enumerates in its twenty-
two lines, the numerous beneficial fruits of Samkirtana. Two

ideas of Annamacharya are here which may be especially noted
with reference to Tyagaraja who gives a more pronounced expression
to them, namely that Samkirtana is in itself Brahman and is greater
than Sama-veda. “ Calada Brahma miti samkirtanam miku >
and “ Samamunaku ekkudi Samkirtanam.”

Genius is defined as infinite capacity and Kshetrajna, Puran-
dara, Annamacharya and Tyagaraja had all been prodigious in
their output,

More than all the explicit and implicit parallels in the songs
of Annamacharya and Tyagaraja, it is the style and technique of
the making of the Sahitya that shows Annamacharya as a fore-
runner and model for Tyagaraja. The enunciation of a central
idea in the Pallavi, and developing it or reinforcing it in a series of
supporting or enriching ideas, illustrations, analogies etc., all this
so patent in and characteristic of Tyagaraja, one already comes
across in the Samkirtanas of Annamacharya. No wonder his
grandson, in a prophetic tone, hailed him as the Sovereign of the
art of composition: Pada-kavitamarga sarvabhauma.
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Let me explain what I hope to do—and that is not going to be
much—in the following paragraphs. I wish to set down the
little T-as a lay man have been able to understand and respond
to in the samkirtanas of Tallapaka Annamacharya (1408—1503)
by reading at random a few hundreds of his songs and by listening
to the musical rendering of some of them in recent years. I have
tried to improve my understanding with the .help of some of the
published work on Annamayya by established authorities in the
field; and my deep indebtedness to all of them will be obvious
in almost every line that follows. I am only too well aware how
hazardous it is to venture with my meagre equipment to write on
so great a subject. The only justification for me to write this
article is the desire, pardonable I hope, to pay along with others
my humble tribute to this great poet and singer of religious and
devotional experience, during his birth-day celebrations.

It is convenient to begin with a reference to some events in
Annamayya’s life. The little we know about it comes mainly
from his biography written by his grandson China Tiruvengala-
natha, better known as Chinnanna. But this work reads more
like a hagiography than a biography as we understand it today,
since it blends together facts and legends alike, and presents
Annamacharya as a semi-legendary figure. However it certainly
captures the spirit of his personality as revealed in his samkirtanas,
What emerges clearly [from it is that Annamayya’s life long
involvement in Venkateswara began very early in his life. Perhaps
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Annamacharya: A Lay Man's Tribute
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that is as it should be, since he was bern in answer to his parents’
fervent prayer to Venkateswara for a worthy son. 1t is said the
precocious child Annamayya would not eat his food unless it
was given as the Lord’s prasada, and would not be put to sleep
unless the Lord’s lullaby was sung to him. It is interesting that
later in life when he dedicated his all to the Lord’s service, h:
composed some exquisite Iullabies for the Lord. Even as a boy
he was given to improvising songs on Him, and sing and dance
in ecstasy. Wrapped up in thoughts of God, as he was often,
he found attending to domestic chores an intolerable interference
with his preoccupation. And so he ran away from home to
Tirumala where he stayed for sometime. It was then that he was
initiated into the Sri Vaisnava faith. This marked an important
stage in his religious development, and was of far reaching conse-

quences. Because his entire life and thought thereafter were °

to be moulded and directed by this faith, and all his adult spiritual
experiences were to take place within its frame work.

Annamayya’s marriage, which took place sometime after
he returned home from Tirumala, did not interfere with his spiritual
interests and pursuits. When he became subsequently a devoted

disciple of the great saint Satakopayati of Ahobalam and studied
under his guidance all the sacred texts, his knowledge of SriVaisnava
philosophy became strong, deep and disciplined. His indebtedness
to this preceptor of his is feelingly described by Annamayya in the
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song Chuduaindariki sulabhudu. With time his faith in Venka-
teswara became deeper and maturer. He found in Him not only
the most accessible god, but the all-pervasive immanent and trans-
cendent God, who is the beginning and end of all pursuits and
the culmination of all knowledge, as Annamayya was to affirm
in song after song later. Thus Venkateswara became the focus
of his thoughts and feelings, and the ground and granite of his
very being. To learn to surrender himself completely to Him
became his life-long endeavour, which was by no means an easy
task. He dedicated himself and his talents, the gifts for poetry
and music he was almost born with, to His service, and used them
as means of experiencing as well as expressing Him. To sing
Venkatesa’s praise and urge others to do likewise became
Annamayya’s vocation. Although in the course of his long life
he propitiated other deities such as Rama, Krishna, Narasimha
and other incarnations of Visnu, Vittala and Hanuman, he identifies
them all with Venkatanatha, the Supreme Reality: ‘It does not
matter whom you worship as long as you know that there is no
deity who is not a form of Hari.’

As Annamayya tried to work out his salvation by living through
the different stages of worldly rather than by withdrawing into
sanyasa, he was naturally subject to many conflicts and tensions
as well as lures tempting him away from the true goal of his life.
One such powerful temptation must have been the friendship
and patronage of Salva Narasingaraya, which brought him his
share of princely pleasures and luxuries as well as the consequent
conflict with the prince because he refused to compose songs in
the prince’s honour. This humiliating experience was indeed a
turning point in his life. It proved an eye-opener to him. It
not only drove home to him the futility of serving an earthly master
disregarding the best of masters, but also served as a timely reminder
to him of his vocation from which he had allowed himself to stray
away. Then onwards Annamayya spent the rest of his life in
the service and praise of Venkateswara, and became known far
and wide for his samkirtanas,;so as to draw the great Kannada
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saint and composer Purandara Dasa to him. Chinnanna describes
impressively, though all too briefly, their meeting. One would
ardently wish that more could have been known about this great
meeting and the relationship, of any, between these two great
contemporaries. It is rather strange that in spite of his contemporary
fame and the subsequent acclaim as Padakavita pitamaha,
Annamayya should have been almost obscure till recently. It is
equally strange that his several thousands of songs, all beautifully
engraved on copper plates and thus preserved as a loved legacy
for posterity by Annamayya’s son Peda Tirumalacharya, should
have lain hidden in a niche in the Tirumala Temple for some centuries
until they were rediscovered and brought to light only in the 1920.s.

Though Annamayya is said to have authored, apart from his
padas, a. dozen or more works, of which just two are available
as yet, his songs are his cutstanding achievement, and his reputation
rests securely on them. Considering their huge number and the
measure of quality he has been able to achieve in a good number
of them, Annamayya’s performance in this kind of writing is
extraordinary. It is idle to assert that all the songs are of equal
excellence and quality, because such a thing is well nigh impossible
when their number runs into several thousands. Annamayya’s
own mature attitude to his songs is clear. They were a means
to his own spiritual development. As he explains in a song with
remarkable humility, he regarded them all as flowers offered at
the feet of the Lord as worship, and himself a mere instrument
singing His praise at His behest. He asks whether he could ever
have been equal to praising Venkatesa without His grace. The
only qualification he claims for himself that he is a dasa of the
Lord (Dachuko ni padalaku daga ne jesina pujalivi).

While the songs of Annamayya exhort and persuade all
including himself to seek God in Venkateswara and praise Him,
the primary urge behind them all is the felt creative need to articulate,
through the experiential idiom of poetry and song, his own in-
extricable involvement in the Lord of Tirumala. The traditional




classification of the samkirtanas into Adhyatma and Sringara songs
is convenient, but they are not mutually exclusive. They indicate
the two distinct ways in which Annamayya approaches God.
In the Adhyatma songs he conceives Venkateswara as the all pervasive
Supreme Reality, and seeks as a humble supplicant His refuge.
In the other kind he visualises Him as the Supreme Lover and
himself as a lady in love with Him longing for permanent union
with Him. The two kinds of songs emplcy the idioms and con-
ventions appropriate to them. Such is their range that together
they seem to cover the entire gamut of human feelings, emotions,
and moods. In them Annamayya prays and praises the Lord,
makes love to Him passionately in a hundred ways, converses,
argues and even quarrels with Him, once in a while jests with Him
too, then meditates on His many paradoxical attributes, confesses
his countless failures and apprehensions, sues for His grace, and
finally surrenders himself to Him as the first and last refuge. The
songs reveal, apart from his magnificient obgession with Venka-
teswara, that Annamayya was intensely emotional by nature and
readily existable, and that he was so frank and honest, sometimes
ruthlessly so, that he could never play lide and seek with anyone.
This transparent sincerity constitutes a chief appeal of his songs.

In the Adhyatma songs Annamayya affirms in different ways
the primacy of the spiritual over the purely mundane, in spite
of the inevitable tension between these two in one-self, and further
stresses the importance of unqualified devotion and freedom from
attachment. Within this limit these songs present considerable
variety. Many give expression to the great common places of the
Sti Vaisnava faith. Several are general exhortations to worship
and praise the Lord. 1In them, as well as in others, Annamayya
makes a free and purposeful use of the rich treasure of puranic
lore. Since these songs seem to have been intended to elicit an
immediate response from the listeners, they are direct and straight-
forward, and subtleties of thought and expression are generally
avoided. In Brahmakadigina padamu, which is one of the best of
this kind, we are not only exhorted to worship the sacred feet of

the Lord but swiftly taken through several of His incarnations.
Many songs celebrate feelingly the deities worshipped by Annamayya
all of whom are ultimately identified with Venkateswara. Summary
accounts of the careers of Krishna and Rama are presented by some
songs (for example, ltade parabrahmamidive Ramakatha, Venna-
muddakrisnudu vevelachetala vadu). His songs on Hanuman and
Narasimha, especially the latter, seem to stand apart from those
on others, because they show to an unusual degree Annamayya’s
excited response to the sheer physical energy and destructive violence
of these deities. T wish to refer to Vinarayya Narasimhavijayamu
janulala, which leaves me with a shudder. Narasimha, this terrible
incarnation of Vishnu, seems to have had a particular fascination
for Annamayya. This longish song very graphically narrates how
the Lord, after emerging from the pillar, tears to shreds and pieces
Hiranyakasipu. It lays such stress on the sheer terror and violence
of it that it leaves one awe-struck. The closing verse of the song
makes only anineffective attempt toinducein thelistener the necessary
calm of mind after such agitation. A total contrast to the terrifying
vision of Narasimha is Annamayya’s description of the Lord of
Venkatadri in Nallanimeni nagavujupulavadu which leaves one with
the feeling of being enveloped by the benignant smile of the Lord.

One of the best Adhyatma songs I have read is Bhaktikoladi
vade paramatmudu which reveals the profundity of Annamayya’s
devotion as well as his gift for presenting great truths in terms of
things ordinary and familiar. The purport of the song is to stress
the paramount importance of bhakti in God-realisation. In a
series of homely metaphors he impresses upon us how readily
accessible is God to the truly devout: ¢ As is our devotion to God,
so will He be to us. He is our providence as well as Deliverer.
He is, for the devout, the child that readily takes to whomsoever
invites it with affection. He is our broad daylight, our open treasure,
and ever-present before us. He is the butter gathered directly
from fresh milk. Beautifully as He is in Himself, He does not
need paint or colour. He is the quintessence of all speech. And
He is our loving and masterful Lord.’

Despite such firm faith in the Lord, Annamayya was troubled
by various tensions, conflicts and fears because of the opposing
pulls in his nature. As he advanced in his religious life he was
possessed by the sharp feeling that he had utterly wasted his life
by indulging in sin, by choosing to live in ignorance and refusing
to learn from experience, and by failing to restrain his vagrant
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mind and direct it towards God. There were naturally times when

he experienced such self-disgust as to doubt whether he would

ever improve at all and make himself worthy of God’s grace. That
such experiences and states of mind are common to men of earnest
religious and spiritual pursuits all the world over is testified to by
several poets of religious and devotional experience. Annamayya’s
spiritual distress has cccasioned many moving confessional songs
in which he lays bare all the anxieties of his troubled conscience
(Enoru vettuka ninnu nemani kavumandunu, Ennadu manchivadayyenu
nenu, Puttinadi moaalu nenu punyamemi gana naiti, Kalakalamu
nitte Kapurapu badukaye, Tanakeda chaduvulu tanakeda sastralu etc.).

There were also luckily moments when Annamayya could
feel confident of God’s grace on him and his closeness to Him.
There are songs which reflect such moments. In one of them
he assumes the liberty to tell the Lord half-jestingly that His ways
are so strange that they have neither reason nor rhyme (Zulaledu
toka ledu daivama ni mayalaku). In another song he tells Him
with surprising nonchalance that His reputation would be secure
only if he should save such an incorrigible sinner as himself, and
that to do so would be to their mutual advantage (Nenokkada
lekunte ni kripaku patramedi). A very fine instance of such devo-
tional wit, which paradoxically combines humour with reverence,
1s found in the song Samanyama purvasamgrahambagu phalamu.
Here Annamayya tells Konetipati playfully that even He the great
God cannot escape from the fruits of His Karma, because Karma
does not discriminate between the great and the humble and has
its sway on all so that the creator and His creatures are quits in
this regard. For having bound His creatures to samsara, He finds
himself yoked inseparably to a woman (Lakshmi). And for
having made them struggle through the ebb and tide of the ocean
of life, He too is made to live for ever in an ocean. And finally,
for having made people wander from place to place, go from hills
to caves, in search. of livelihood, He too has to make His own
home on a hill (Tirumala).

That Annamayya’s devotion was no mere emotional exuberance
but solidly founded on his grasp of spiritual truths is proved by
many a song. Of course he was no philosopher or metaphysician.
He lived and experienced his religious thought and belief, and his
songs were an attempt to verbalise them. His Visvaprakasunaku
veliyeda loneda is a poetic meditation on the paradox that is God,
who is conceived at once as the Ultimate Reality and Tiruvenkatesa.
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He lists the many paradoxes of God in a series of questions suggestive
of their answers: “ Could there be distinction of “in’ and ‘ out’
for One who illumines the entire universe? Whence birth and death,
and movement to Him who is eternal and all-pervasive?....”
On an overwhelming scale Annamayya presents these paradoxes
in his song Nityatmudaiyundi nityudai velugondu, which deserves
a close study and explication for which T am not equal.

Temple festivities give Annamayya many occasions for joyous
song,for example the Ka%yanotsavam of the Lordin Pasidi akshantalive
pattaro vegame raro and Abhisekam in Madanajanakuniki majjana-
vela. He is never tired of celebrating in song the Rathotsavam and
Garudaseva of the Lord. In all these festivities he sees symbolic
enactments of spiritual truths, while he certainly enjoys them as
occasions of entertainment. The Lord’s ride on Garuda and the
chariot enacts for Annamayya His triumphant march against all
the forces of evil. In Alara chanchalamaina atmalandunda, one of the
best in this kind, as he describes in all its charms the swing (dola)
of Venkateswara and His consorts, he creates a vivid and magni-
ficient image of the entire cosmos at the centre of which the Lord
presides. In the rhythm of the swing Annamayya experiences
and makes us experience the cosmic rhythm, and in the festivl
as a whole a concrete symbol of the concept of divine play. It is

‘particularly fascinating to watch him effect with remarkable ease
the leap from the here and now of the dola of the temple to the .

cosmic swing, and the return from there,

The Sringara songs of Annamayya outnumber the Adhyarma
songs by several thousands. In them he employs the mode of
love as the means of approaching, realising and even possessing
God. He expresses his own love and longing for Venkateswara,
and his irresistible urge to surrender himself to Him in terms of
the feelings of a nayika for a nayaka. The very large number
of these songs makes it obvious that Annamayya found this mode
of devotion congenial to him. In adopting it, he was following
the well-established tradition of madhurabhakti, to which the
great Alvars, Jayadeva and Lilasuka belonged. There could be
little doubt regarding Annamayya’s close familiarity with the
songs of the Alvars which extensively employ the bridal approach
to God. The present day reader may not feel quite at home with
such songs, not because he finds in them a good deal of the sensual
and frankly erotic—much of what he reads in contemporary writing

i o a5 i




“o oF ) Srond® T Srd Sk

FHTod 2‘3o§ea.<\115&)> ¥, 88
do&?_p n‘&ci_..'(;oziom fof=Y-1
SoXom B SoTHom He&"’

eeee

“SEHE JoEDBIH B TearD
DESREDO Ho2)d S ¥om
Eod's 3K $5) aHos E55m
$0ow0T $HB SosH FAL0s,”

(o8)Sroeg $8(F — D8 §) )

8

HHOHAS® &%) KhEKoHo.




oy FE|edho — OF) DY i

oS8 0H IEFISNC

deom HAH Iod D389

oF) SronXc wngurdng Jo8
TEQ (KNS wfys S bl
ORIH ofjomioDn d T

508 T @50 &gbg
2don0d P Ira ok ... "

[ oF) Sy $8|E — Dﬁ&é;]




L TS, ey~

35 DEBY st sTocHod?
DES Kas* SomHs™s) & ‘Y Hr 8
Dodoiky XGH ©d PIHeoerH—
@

oX) Habg TE Torahadhy D oS8R B
@83“ 30»'?.)@,3 © 85 8B Jo)ANS
Dodoly (HEg& D ¥ 26263@&"0132693
DX &), X)) Srordy SHES Bodwk.

FUSAQ, THONO TUrEH TodN iEr®d (oS’ ¥y, H @ PBorono
PIroaind E2bciy, Dooldy H8 8Y)T 40GEd TINo ¥¥¥o,




veee OO 5%\3( ﬁ"’?g&
=Y 8 ?33"&06&)
o
w30¢ AFHoEDH TS Redhd
z%sg a%He S&outHHod "’

[ ) Sy $OE — DY Y ]

o) Srordgen, &0 o0& =i eaa‘)oaé
53?_@. w&’)&a’ndﬁg =8 o dheds S¥o JEgew
B FI0DE HFDIBrAH & Jeid.

sy B8 TWIIgd,

pemp

™




TE 38 B TESIID AE) DKo
o

Doy, B WBHS B8 B K.

BEH® LI L)

SYIY TR TYSNI® 048,

-

acHToTho s 8 By BYHm
(a8ySr o)

“o TRHES J P TocHomNn

50:(»@ @”§’?r HHIO T Fhe ’
Sonid S¥o &g D5 Fmy”

©d Do¥oiy Torckend B30 8 6.




TE 8 @ O8T00s T EuwHSH Fobod.

“@g Tgfbv(éf) ST (S0 dHo
Senc A g Ty 5 TJ) 0l
[} (- S o
oo I5ToH I8 direoégo
FAEAL) &’)263@?6:95; A TH0
DOAT ey ST s dho 5oy

SHBom B30 pEdE Ten.'

(@(‘6&‘{»‘ T¥g WO E

_{)5&.‘6&)

TETE T 558 Eodand




Y ¥ oSt eXSrTige © &% e
8‘5;‘7‘5 é'é;i*&s’b_ ﬁ‘&ds’ SHodoed8 %’05053_71;’326,

s 9

K 8 SBUL S BELDY sam

Ty s IX)TIHD 085° THw 28A DD
DL & Bordr O a‘}j’ﬁ"s’ ) ST oGO
ke dTgRo.

@




ey ¥ T THS TTowos’ J0ds
GoSoS oo,

<

L oSegpe b D

FITI[ R DTA&Y,

b TPHHoHE JSTrNo D
omgaE Qe Léeae:

BEED I OF BOSH 0¥
T IWenS B F S,

L SR Te b Soaols
SrHds 58 Hedar
TRy ST ST
T8N dew KOAS,

b STSoeBS b Fo¥ess
FE5T 05 Fosa
o B5Ee8t 20y FtEsxen
D B Dy R0z,

[31-3.]

e e k *




Ty 8 T8 THSTID M8 Swode $8%oF
w80d BESHFo, a‘g{ﬁ*@ ¥Pheo ©8yod
$8. 8 Bws 28 TayoLost ($Egdox
SSPEoRSrE R0,  DEOWHoT Hgen
"REHT SKE" TDoITH.

HETEDEET Do F ko HF S
DFEOE F|e dYswe HF
Bonl SYJOTIEY F|¥ S
Jromard TRy ¥ Few
SrdE B5Y8 HoF S ¥ ¥
TTAS TOT e e F S

Rk Vome odE I ¥
Achohen Ko e o ¥&o
FooH Ha¥Ios HE5H

@) Jo¥uss Jes S Fm”




TEIEED 08 | FISWN sTodbo.

s¥rRirbe a8yS Do,

@5{03*5 %5?9’3"355@5 B8,



|
i

Homg¥o Yorgm DoSBIY
T wodHh KHodS FrToed?
§2%0T s oo K ey s
Solsod w55,

& 3T ood 45t58edd @)
£ @
505'&556, vrithe PRSI0
Joew aa‘mgzs ¥ ST igd
QRS S (HEho0S DI
¥ 8 OF) 8&)530&)8?3.

& KDy BDD IS0
BTodh 0 850D Hod a¥)8,
—_0 G

T ¥ 1463, T80 T (& %y
e 0o SEFHos S 45850
— 8
833R08,




Horid B) Forge J05DAIHD
$08805° Foged® ¥Inod &
s>y Hobawo fomye AF
Sxe5* ¥y TSlyeH EAS

SO0 B

. Sgv

wo(¥ g § § YorenX VO
08 HF EHoo, TRDTHed I
BRSE DX Vrp-%¥SHHE 5.

&




\;A R

Doy HYIEIYR §2)85° H)I8 Hogvost Ko&eR
B8)-8 80)0 — T ETORRND SoTiso.

X)) o0 8388 orSrabxo 3‘&:2%306" 592

Fonod, DI wsyhie 58 588 =0 oo
(8] Q

oHes 5053’9;6?;5 85 e.¥¢.

©P 39T InH HISH
35X EFH IHI

SS5e DI IH B HBTHI
OSle LH JIDH HIH
595805 FES FrmonI
axe 39’ SBowed NI,

[OT® FHI ono® HJ HI
57053 GhHd 58 HI
oo Do dfea A
Q0¥ Vo owin I W3,

50 IHT oo HI T
E5H T I3 L5 HI
$HHHBT (DDHDY HI o
N DoFHABC Ko 3.

[1V=97]




BHDo F0dE HoXres®
DoT8S Koy (55 rood
™ ohXen,




DITAHg KIL0H® Dushsmw s8Koro
AT Solsen Tkl DS

DX TENoTUC $D SoasnSosh KB

esee cose caas LR eée sese

555 S358%cKocR MHobdbes
5T assg AP T docs V&SR
F&:p00TH TAKEGHEK
BABBDS TAWAET HB DoAs
T AT GAraD ¥ D=0y S,

Vol XI - 218)

BHHo ?)og'éﬁsdawsab BOHETY eHHocrHen 80D
T Soreo HodKes’ Heods & orSydoFedr 8.
g BP0 I,




88 @ SYPTYWESD oHEE
¥85°8 3)_..‘(;6363) ?665:3)%3?605».

666“0*‘6»&5)@33 s¥Sec@omd
eSmga‘“weEgvﬁeﬁd’n&oB‘)
B B8 505y (BH0HI)TEIATD
pEErKenosH 080D,

820 T 8h -0 HADHET)
55800500 T TiH&®

E59 ma’w&oéggd:oéa 20D
SREETD D IT) IFe S,

Qo B PP ¥ (05 che Arood s
053 BN HPocroB

@)Hodheg 203 & So¥erm@bocs
Tood DHew vofHwpin A,

(ec‘g. XI - 224)

S ot odgmth, SR ES G, STySTHS 8.
e »o¥ B ¥q & Has" TEIETD 50%_'65 Sow¥o
D 355° HodID. oHE¥FTIo e |SE,



SoBTE O = SoSTINT
SoSDE ST - SoSTN

(RFTgWED 5 - BT IE B B
Lma’rv&'éaog'éa SE @ I0E D

EoHSMH S opEsn 908D
©0588 B)5C - wodoray
80%58° 20HBHO - Wor T ED
©0588 BT - wodordy,

Rows erd 80P - QE T ED
04T potdS - VBT D
003 § [FErg e - E‘n%gaw&;ﬁmg'éa
FomencHoRE - SOFTWT0E B,

OXHBDFEOHD - VoTHHHIED
H3805HPOH - PO TNED
855HF o F e - BA ST gRETED
T°HE DN DIHDH - TE-D ek

5559 8?26&53:00 - A% FESTED
BRI HIK) Hoen - BOTCHEED
SER HTosweR - TOHTE®
SHIdHTENT -~ TWITE B,

E8cA ShHk Do - wowTHoETE®
HED HRE 050 - NI E®
s’CSace»saose:&wﬁ - S odT0™S
88 @)ToFBIH THOIID,

(VII — 151)

S8|wFtgo Yoder Tghol DX 8. £ 8ITHOHS

Pre IHie ., .. 0] $X008,
oS08 ... ... ... B¥E ©0B SIIH,

89




@#Qﬁw§ EHeo BHHO 305'&3%’5
HI8 THS Eoéc‘sw F0399.

J0EDIIHD  $H0d0FD F&
Fergehoddos®, Soken Ha&
S oo, 8HDeoraho
$odH0d” 20T = ¥ & &
S FO) %wa’m"g}m.

N it







.

@ Jo5 (@ eng TR
88 BrarSo b crresd
—Qa @ «
$H8ck WAY-th, BHHS.

g o0K Tob ¥ FowboHod Ty FETO
S8 5%o orATHoHm 500D T8 PHBFoDH
TowodSTH.,  TYIXE o KIS o
3 ofogod, 428 Do, S¥SeH r:;:sg
D8 vrced Jrnod e HEosSoNH
DIB0OITH. DB Bido BHHS DI Fiwe
TETo DILE wXrogRIs. 08 BT SHe
JOB FoySyden,




En Tn Daored BeEs TQ.

TY 3 Ho TS50, JEHE VK, 5w
% B0t oY HLE VL FoEm
FETH. TE T8 Fho HEHwn)oF SEH
Tamo § 8 DIDPowod.

B Teycho Hdod DR, T :

‘L ..B50A8 Eugnst, 3560 pRE T
JrodeFIs S5 H5Y Ferssost
39550, DOIrTTYoDTH0E M Ty
20230 chwomsos SodsmmC BEDY
Tywy IHTY-sow |F38be SAZL S
&)(53?_ 35'893&25&3)_”

W) S oS 29 Hey p 122
2 B BRI )




TN Q. eas'&c-é)
33&?, 56&3’_50 D08,
8HDY BHIS 3;5:2*:65»00.

V) Srriges emy)orPros 28 edorS
Bcoodsns) 8. J® Bégvzso T UgRogITHDK
eB)Vyd  oXIroige $Hod  aB)TI
FE0000TEH, aiydm DK SREYe Hodd
wlgPor &¥)FyH o IrTige 8xHod
@rgodosaiEo 208 SsmdFom &od.
oY 38 Tygovde DE D8E Ko FosKe
eeﬁe;sinéé&).

SRS L o



@) D, HS. owiarooer, LA.S.,

YR LFTHew,

AHHo BHId 35?55&3@0.

=%

TY I ETO Ty od HR/ITIRE [ EXgF oy
578008 SFA D TIHer O, oy e
THg ANy ¥, mHHE SodHvan B,
TR SN BOVSOESIH  wdH Jo¥DYIY
e iy K. 32000 Sob FoH BN
BITHD BFHEEeH ©o8EoUIE HFDH
TH®. 3EY Tegard) | ITE0 THEHoD
F0EBIIRD HinHoH 5528 TodD” ©d
B No ol 80 SrdgoX DEBoATH.

e N 4 b bk




“ 9B W% §B T THosHnI 7




THE® D ProHan JBHS Tradd
320 D 808y DE o 09 SHAg.

ey $0d 53 e 5783 ey shoN K
88) X3 pomord T Ho&d

385 D B Jo Hosse Fo HAs®
a3 ) 8308 Do¥ D &0 & SIsrg.

T T Ho8 T Sob FXe

T 3 %)« F°KB028D

B JDyow ANV JoFT A
TR T8 Hegin 788 20B avaing.

Fs Sre KEgEnre D HDH 588 o
Bood & ;3'*5650@58533 BEAEAC: et

3 Srfo rATED I Soswh

@) 088 I D ood @) Jo8Bod Sawmg.



o GFestigeingd

B T T R IEE R

O, . . . - o
QG ali By v T
P

ggtonsn | 3 o "%}f,f“:% T T e e e ety

— ” ssarrs saen

Dwiiik

' .“’ (@5;)35». 883008 woo¥bosndsd ) o:ﬁg B

GG T 7T o eeosm
—-—"---‘-———--—-.' g
. ? mﬁ;’:e&.ﬁp

» {éovﬁn %
50‘16'5;;5‘#

R AR A

- IR

= - ESo dNy
BB At
- B

--/~—- "3(15.))"6 Yooy
........ - SO i

Tt sttt
L owsely

e e = BOROEEN ¢
R L

1{-‘; '.
FLIRE B

F
)
K
g

\
"/

D A\ 3 \
e o 5 ¥ 020 )
Ew

\
a
148
&
&<
B

VAN

\h
&






